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Collapsing Clouds Form Stars Ÿƒ
 �Ž�
���� ���•, 2021, still from video, #24, The Supreme Court, Bangkok
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While Shooting Stars and Roundabout at km 0, feature actual 

sounds associated with military crackdowns (the falling of bullet 

�Œ�ô�±�&�&�Œ�ú���?�ú�å�ô�N�N�œ���?�á�ú�å�œ�h�}�Œ�ú�h�?�Ÿ�ú�b�Ü�N�±�?�Ÿ�c�ú�h�±�Ÿ���N�ú�N�Ü�ú�h�?�œ���@�•�N�±�t�ú�t�}�N�œ�±�Œ�œ�Œ�ú���?�ú

Roundabout at km 0), in Collapsing Clouds Form Stars, collective 

resistance to state violence is given expression through the cryptic, 

messaging of Morse code, a method of telecommunication rooted 

in covert military operations. Resistance also manifests in the writ-

ten word, in the form of quotations from political poems, speeches, 

banned books, protests signs, raps and social media posts. Lyrics 

�N�Ü�ú �œ�ô�±�ú �ñ�ô�h���ú �t�N�&���œ���•�h�&�ú �ô���t�ú �ô�N�t�ú �á�}�N�±�t���ú �b�Û�h�t�ú ���á�h���?�Œ�œ�ú �/���•�œ�h�œ�N�}�Œ�ô���t�c�ú �Ü�N�}�ú

instance, address the omnipresence of state surveillance and the 

politics of visibility and invisibility in Thailand. In the installation at 

Gallery VER, these words in Thai and English are printed onto 279 

silk cotton ribbons referencing section 279 of the Thai constitu-

tion, which gives legal status to NCPO orders, unless repealed by 

Parliament, leading to further restrictions on freedom of expression 

and other civil liberties.3 Overlaying the images with the ‘dots and 

�Ÿ�h�Œ�ô�±�Œ�c�ú�N�Ü�ú�ž�N�}�Œ�±�ú�•�N�Ÿ�±�ú�œ�ô�h�œ�ú�Ÿ���}�±�•�œ�&���ú�•�N�}�}�±�Œ�t�N�?�Ÿ�ú�œ�N�ú�œ�ô�±�ú�ö�N�}�Ÿ�Œ�ú�t�}���?�œ-

ed onto the ribbons, the video replaces location sounds entirely 

with an auditory reference to hidden, secretive forms of communi-

cation that were designed to evade the listening techniques of mil-

itary surveillance. Through the juxtaposition of sound and image, 

Collapsing Clouds Form Stars distills the layered memory of spatial 

violence into a vibrant energy that agitates, disrupts, and refuses 

silencing by the dominant narrative. While the built environment re-

�8�h���?�Œ�ú�±�?�•�ô�h�?�á���?�á�ú�ö���œ�ô���?�ú�å�N�8�c�Œ�ú�Œ�œ�h�œ���•�ú�Ü�}�h�8���?�á���ú�8�N�ñ�±�8�±�?�œ�ú�ô�h�t�t�±�?�Œ�ú

suddenly and intermittently: we witness the flow of the river, the 

halting movement of traffic that stops and starts, the local people 

who navigate and move through the space, alongside the non-hu-

mans with whom they share it. 	

3  NCPO stands for the National 
Council for Peace and Order.

Roundabout at km 0, single 
channel video, 2017. Still 
from video.
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