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When Need Moves the Earth

When Need Moves the Earth is an artwork that reflects on
the impact of altering the natural environment during the
course of human activities such as mining or the creation of
hydroelectric power. More specifically Sutthirat Supaparinya
presents a visual exploration of a coal mine and a water dam,
both of which are used to generate slectricity. Her video
installation combines documentary and experimental tech-
niques to create a unique narrative of the Srinakarin Dam
and the Mae Moh Lignite Mine, both sites administered by
the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand. These two
large scale sites are located along or near natural active
faults, which are deep or shallow fractures that give expres-
sion to the dynamic Earth.

[n addition to drastically altering the landscape, coal min-
ing and dam building are also known to be a potential cause
of man-made earthquakes. Most of these are small in scale
compared to the most destructive natural earthquakes, but
they can influence the stress load stored in natural faults.
This artwork also encourages viewers to consider our high
consumption of electrical power and proposes that communi-
ties and societies improve their sustainability planning and
hazard reduction efforts.
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When Need Moves the Earth When Need Moves the Earth
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Video installation, screens 1-3, Video installation, detail

still frames at 00’10”
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As I live in the northern Thailand, most of the
earthquakes that affect the area have epicenters
in Myyanmar. When I see a map of active fault
lines in the region, there are many big lines across
Myanmar. It scares me because there are also
many large-scale mining projects in Myanmar
that sit on those fault lines, which means that
man-made hazards in Myanmar could have an
impact on Thailand.

—~SUTTHIRAT SUPAPARINYA
ABOVE OPPOSITE
When Need Moves the Earth When Need Moves the Earth
2013 2013
Video installation, still frame Video installation, screens 1-3,
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What Earth science
ideas inspired your
artwork?

I like the way in which EOS, a
scientific research institution, opened
their doors to artists, [ like the fact that
the program gave artists and scientists
a chance to learn from one another
before the production of artworks.

I learned to use new tools to understand
the Earth and new methods of mapping.
I am now aware of the possibility of
interpreting the formation of cracks on
site and on Google Earth and tag them
to a Global Positioning System (GPS).
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What did you learn from
the interaction with the
Earth scientists?

I learned that there are many forms of
energy, other than what we often use,
to produce electrisity. The scientists at
EOS showed me visual evidence of the
Farth’s energy and this inspired me to
conduct further research on the topic.

[ learned that everything gets energy
by its interaction with other elements.
The movements and the transformation
of Earth shows that it is full of energy.

PAGES 78-79
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How does your artistic
work provide a better
understanding of Earth?

I was surprised when I learned that
large-scale electricity generators sit on
active fault lines. I think that a basic
knowledge of Earth science should be
part of our primary education system.
We should remember that we are part
of an ever-changing system, and we
should learn the best ways to adjust it.

ABOVE

When Need Moves the Earth, 2013
Video installation

Screens 1-3, still frames at 6’

Is this artwork
likely to inspire
people?

I hope that people will see a connection
between themselves and the causes of
electricity over-generation and waste.

I wish that people will take issues of
energy and Earth science more seriously.
I also want to encourage others to
reconsider designs of homes and
electrical devices, and find solutions

to consume less energy.
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The ancient knowledge and practices
such as Feng Shui create a harmonious
environment for us to live and work in.

But Earth science helps us undertand
how the Earth works and this ultimately
influences our way of life.

~SUTTHIRAT SUPAPARIN YA

ABOVE

Lignite, also know as brown coal,
1s & soft combustible sedimentary
rock formed from naturally
compressed peat
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OPPOSITE

When Need Moves the Earth, 2013
Video installation

Left-middle-right screens, still frames
every 157 starting at 19°30”



List of Works

COASTLINE
Zhang Xiao
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Donggang, Liaoning, 2012
C-print + 90 x 70 cm

Zhuanghe, Liaoning, 2012
Ceprint « 90 x 7O em

Dalian, Liaoning, 2012,
C-print + 90 x 70 cm
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C-print - 90 % 70 em
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Beidathe, Hebei, 2013
C-print » 90 x 70 em - p. 12
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Binzhou, Shandong, 2012
C-print - 90 x 70 om -« p. 21

Yantai, Shandong, 2012
C-print - 90 x 70 em
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Haiyang, Liaoning, 2017,
C-print - 90 x 70cm + p.19

Qingdao, Shandong, 2012
Ceprint « 90 x 70 cm

Rizhao, Shandeng, 2012,
Ceprint » 90 = 70 cm - p. 14

Lanshan, Shandong, 2017,
C-print - 90 x 70 em
pp. 22-23

Sheyang, Jiangsu, 2012
C-print « 90 x 70 ¢m

Qidong, Jiangsu, 2012
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Haian, Jiangsu, 2017,
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Fengzian, Shanghat, 2017,
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Cangnan, Zhejiang, 2017,
C-print - 90 = 70 ¢m

Linghun, Zhejiang, 2017,
C-print - 90 x 70 ¢m + p. 10

Wenzhou, Zhejiang, 20172
C-print « 90 x 70 em
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Fuzhou, Fujian, 2013
C-print + 90 x 70 cm

Zhangzhou, Fujian, 2013
C-print « 90 = 70

LUPANG

Clara Balaguer
and Carlos Casas

Lupang, 2013

Video installation with two sets
of four screens each

41 min 49 sec, and 46 min
stergo sound « pp. 24-39

SOUND OF
THE EARTH

Chen Sai Hua Kuan

Sound of the Earth, 2013
[nstalation with seil inside 30
glass boules, 4-8 clay bowls,
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pp. 39=49




SUDDEN
NATURE

[saac Kerlow

Scream I, 2012
Pigment print - 110 x 61 cm
artist’s proof - pp. 54-55

Color Scream, 2012
Pigment print - 110 x 61 cm
artist’s proof « p. 50

Durian 013, 2012
Pigment print - 110 x 61 cm
artist’s proof « pp. 48 and 59

Unravel, 2012
Pigment print « 110 x 61 cm
artist’s proof « p. 53

Mutation, 2012
Pigment print - 110 x 61 cm
artist’s proof - p. 52

I think he loves me, 2013
Interactive video installation
video projector, computer,

arduino, ultrasound sensors
20 sec video loop - pp. 56-57

Dialog of monologs, 2013
interactive audio installation
6-10 ultrasound sensors,
arduino, speakers, stenciled
words - pp. 51 and 538

THE
POSSIBILITY
OF KNOWING
Robert Zhao Renhui

All the cafes along the beach
of Padang from the series
The Possibility of Knowing,
2013

Set of 32 black and white pho-
tographic prints « 30 x 30 cm

All the cafes along the beach
of Padang from the series

The Possibility of Knowing
2013

Set of 9 black and white photo-
graphic prints - 20 x 20 cm

p. 62

All the cafes along the beach
of Padang from the series
The Possibility of Knowing,
2013

Set of 16 color pigment prints
54 x 36 cm - pp. 66-67

Padang, Swift Houses, 2013
Pigment print - 121 x 84 cm

30 years, 2013
Pigment print - 121 x 84 cm

p. 60

Padang, 2013
Pigment print - 121 x 84 cm

Padang II, 2013
Pigment print - 121 x 84 cm
pp. 64-65

Aceh, 2013
Pigment print - 121 x 84 cm
pp. 70-71

30 years II, 2013
Pigment print - 121 x 84 cm
pp. 68-69

WHEN NEED
MOVES THE
EARTH

Sutthirat Supaparinya

When Need Moves the Earth
2013

Video installation, 3 screens
20 min 34 sec - pp. 72-83
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The six projects produced under
the artists’ residencies at the
Earth Observatory of Singapore
are inspired by Earth science,
earth hazards, and humans living
in hazardous areas.

These interdiseciplinary projects were
showcased at the Singapore Art Museum
as part of the Unearthed exhibition.

Coastline
Zhang Xiao

Lupang

Clara Balaguer and Carlos Casas®

Sound of the Earth

Chen Sai Hua Kuan

Sudden Nature

Isaac Kerlow

The Possibility of Knowing

Robert Zhao Renhui

EARTH ‘sd

QBSERVATORY:
PSINGAPQRE

ISBN 978-981-07-9659-4




