Contemporary Art
from Southeast Asia
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Growth and Loss
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Born 1973 in Chiang Mai, Thailand, where she lives and works today.

Sutthirat Supaparinya studied printing and painting at Chiang Mal University. after which she went to the
Acvademy of Visual Ans Leipzig in Germany 1o study madia art. She then returnad to Thalland In 2002
and has been producing art in Chiang Mai ever since. Her work uses ordinary Images to sxaming the
Intarpretation of them within the media.

In racant years, she has been creating work that aguresses e Impact of Industrial activitias on people
and the envirenment. The videe plece in this exhibiion. My Granapa's Route Has Been Foraver Biocked
{2012), depicls the region around the Ping River that has transformed by the Phumiphon Dam that was
built in 1804, The Ping River was used as a channel for teak lumber trade that took place between the
former Kingdom of Siam and Europe, Also, Supaparinya's maternal grandfather used to live by the Ping
River and work as & trader of cargo boats. As such, the Ping River has greal significance for the historles
of bath the arhiat’s country and hér own family. The piece is made up of two screens, one on the leit
and ane on the rignt. On the |eft side are Images of various dams, lldadgates, and nver banks, while the
right aide shows a cruise ship floating on the Phumiphon Dam. A3 a result of the dam construction, the
toak forost that covered a vast aroa sank to the bottom of tha river, dramatically altering the surrounding
environment. The bleakness that is somehow fell in the scene of the paople enjoying Karaoke is prasisaly
the perspective of artist, who will never be able to share the view of the Ping River that her grandfather
experienced. The piece alse alludes to the waler policy that caused the Chao Phraya River. which Is
at the headwaters of the Ping River, to overflow and bring about severe flood damage that alfected a
considerable area within Thailand in 2011, (. x)
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Sutthirat Supaparinya Thailand

HLWE 2 ANKIBIEAKERICEI Wi~ My Grandpa’s Route Has Been Forever Blocked /2012
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