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SLEEPOVER#1:
PARADISE OF THE BLIND

The Reading Room x Sutthirat Supaparinya
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SLEEFOVER by The Reading Room is a project that invites
peopte from the arl and cultural commanity Sech as Prabda
Yoon and Apichatpong “Joe” Wearasothakul 1o curate activities
of thair wishes within thae opaca from Many I!hrnugh Ohetabar of
2018, Sutthiral Supaparinys debuled the project wath ‘Paradese
of the Blind.' The exhibition features approximately 30 books
that are banned in different countries and asks specialons 1o
destioy them using a paper sheedder, The Siaps of paper ang
placed togethar in piles on the Librasy's Foor 2% an mstallation
phace complemented by the presence of bullels hung from the
ceiling. The bulle! motaphor and the significance of the opening
right baing held on the 307 anniversary of Jit Poumisalk’s death
gained encugh attention that the exhibition opening eamed a
vigit from gowernment officials. The presentation of the book
Banning culture depicts certain common grounds a5 will as
differences beteaen each country's sensiling ifsuas, bé thay
Singapory's control over the public’s attiude fowards gender,
which resulted n the banning of a children's book, “And Tango
Makes Three' due o its content, which i3 sllegediy claimed lo
possibly have impact on the youlh's sexual onentation (it's a
story about arphan penguing whose new panenis are both mals
penguingl, of the Chingge Government’s ban on'Alice’s
Adveniunes in Wonderland® because the characters inthe book
can talk to anemale. One obvious common sitwalion is the states'
riection in the fonm of its coil and mdlitary officers’ Sntelerance
1o others’ differences,’ including their attempt to fabricate thair
own mikans af rationalizatesn (which they find pstilisble fog

the sake of préservation of morality] to limit or lessen people’s
rights 1o exerciie their cwn udgment.
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