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A SPA IN THE CAVES
COLOUR POP

Tatsanasomboon
painting; diverse
Thangchalok pieces
(centre and left)

PHUKET

Life's a
Beach

Creation Nation

“A visit to Tamarind Springs’ day spa
is the ideal way to begin your romantic,
Valentine’s Day retreat. The spa is set
in lush tropical gardens and offers the
ultimate in privacy for couples seeking
some shared pampering. Start with
a steam package and spend the day
together relaxing in the rock pools and
herbal steam caves. Follow this with a

THE GUIDE
soothing massage and you’ll leave feeling
fully relaxed, refreshed and loved up.”
tamarindsprings.com

A PRIVATE CRUISE
“I can’t think of anything more romantic
than sailing from Samui to Angthong
Marine Park on the deck of a luxury
yacht like the Naga. It’s here you can
really indulge – think lots of champagne
and a lunch prepared by a personal chef.

thailand

The crew really understands the need for
privacy. Stay overnight in a traditional
teak cabin and enjoy a romantic,
candle-lit dinner under the stars or sail
back into Samui as the sun slips away.”
boutiqueyachting.com

DINING IN THE TREES
“Each of the treetop dining platforms
at the lush, luxurious Anantara Lawana
resort offers complete privacy for couples

Phuket’s
three newest
beachside clubs

The best art events in Thailand right now

SKYE BEACH CLUB
This new joint has snapped
COLOUR POP

The work of
Tatsanasomboon
(above); on the
Chiang Mai art trail
(left); Jam Factory
event (far left)

up a spot on Naiyang
Beach, a quiet stretch of
sand in the northwest.
Its second floor position
gives guests a sunset view,
while its location just a few
kilometers south of the
airport makes it the perfect

BANGKOK

ABSTRACT: THE TRUTH OF ART
This Bangkok Art & Culture Center
(BACC) event is a retrospective of master
Thai artist, Ithipol Thangchalok, who
is also a professor emeritus at Silpakorn
University. It’s a magnificent curation
of nearly 100 pieces spanning 50 years,
including older works and ones that have
never been exhibited. Thangchalok is
one of a clutch of Thai artists who have
intently followed the path of abstract art.
He says he “has a faith in the simplicity of
abstract art, which allows the artist’s mind
to truly discover the truth of art.” On
show until November 22. bacc.or.th
BANGKOK

DISPARITY
At Silom Road’s Thavibu gallery,
Chiang Mai based Thai painter, Jirapat
Tatsanasomboon has a series of his
realistic painting on display. He often
re-interprets the characters in Thai
traditional mural paintings with pop
culture references to convey Thailand’s
social and political situation. Disparity
depicts the two characters of the Indian
epic Ramayana, Nonthok and Hanuman
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to point the superficiality of the political
views in the country. Until 21 November.
thavibu.com
BANGKOK

CHIANG MAI

GALLERIES NIGHT
Started in 2013 by Alliance Francaise
Bangkok, this year will be the 3rd edition
of The Galleries Night. In Bangkok it
will be held on 27 and 28 November,
with a number of galleries staying open
till midnight with exhibitions, artist talks,
special performances and activities. The
“art route” will weave through Lumpini,
Silom, the riverside and Sukhumvit areas.
This year the first edition of Galleries
Night Chiang Mai will also be held
on 29 and 30 January 2016, focusing
on walkable art routes of the old city,
Nimmanhemin and Soi Wat Umong. It
can get down to a chilly 10°C at night at
this time of year in Chiang Mai, so be sure
to bring a coat. fb.me/galleriesnight
BANGKOK

BANGKOK VIDEO ART FESTIVAL AT
JAM FACTORY AND THE FERRY
Celebrate the milder weather in Bangkok
at this series of outdoor video screenings

and live music at both the Jam
Factory and the Ferry Gallery, a
contemporary gallery on a privately
owned vessel on the Chao Praya
River. Channels, a video art festival
from Melbourne, The Ferry Gallery
and The Jam Factory are working
together to organise the Bangkok
Video Art Festival. The night
projection will run from 7pm9:30 pm and the tour on the Ferry
Gallery will be held on every Friday,
starting at The Jam Factory pier at
8pm and will cruise to Wat Arun.
theferrygallery.com/festival

place to finish your visit to
Phuket. skyebeachclub.

com

BRASSERIE YACHT
CLUB
Located on hitherto
undeveloped Ao Yon
beach, this European
beach club is run by Alain
Tabruyn, famed on the
island for his Belgianthemed brasserie in the
Old Town. You’ll find great
beers, mussel pots and
a seafood smorgasbord.

+66 76 210 511

COMO BEACH CLUB
If there’s one thing that
the otherwise stunning
Point Yamu by Como hotel
lacked, it was direct access

CHIANG MAI ART TRAIL
Art lovers should pick up a free Chiang
Mai art map as soon as they arrive in
the city. Produced annually by local
collective Chiang Mai Art Conversation
(fb.me/cmarconversation), the fold-out
map pinpoints not only the bigger
name art institutions and museums but
also small galleries and studios, artsy
cafés and bars and boutiques.

to the beach. That has
now been rectified by the
opening of a guests-only
club on an island offshore.
Banish all thoughts of
roughing it like Robinson
Crusoe luxury private
island comohotels.

HOT TIP Most of PattayaÕs large resorts look the same. For something different check out the art deco-inspired Wave. ThereÕs even a pink Cadillac in the drive. wavepattaya.com
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SUN, SAND AND SWIMMING
Koh Phangan’s east coast
is much-loved for its whitesand beaches and year-round
clear-water swimming. At its
southern extreme is Haad Rin
Nok (Sunrise Beach), one of
the island’s longest stretches of
sand. The sunrise views here
are worth waking up early for
but it’s also party central. So if
it’s serenity you’re after, head
north-east to Than Sadet and
Thong Nai Pan for a more offthe-beaten-track feel.
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WATERFALLS
Numerous waterfalls dot
the island, with the bulk of them
in the north-west. The most
popular are the Than Sadet
series of falls, which are steeped
in Thai legend. In 1888, King
Rama V first visited the site and
left an inscription that can be

seen to this day. It’s said that
members of the royal family still
visit this sacred site to collect
water for certain ceremonies.
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NATURE'S WONDERS
The stunning Ang Thong
National Park consists of 42
islands covering 102km² and
is easily accessible by boat for
sightseeing and snorkelling.
Limestone karsts can be found
throughout, ranging from
10–400m above sea level,
some with caves. Visitors aren’t
permitted on every island but
there are a few with bungalows
and camping facilities. Don’t
miss the chance to visit the
famed hidden saltwater Emerald
Lake, which is said to have been
a setting for The Beach.
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ON THE ROAD
The island is small enough

that you can circumnavigate it
on a motorbike and with the
ongoing upgrading of roads and
highways, it’s getting easier (and
safer) to check out the wide
array of striking lookout spots.
Rental motorbikes and mopeds
are readily available. Keep an
eye out for potholes and other
road hazards, be careful around
other vehicles and wear a
helmet. Stay off the roads when
Full Moon Parties are going on.
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SUNSET VIEWS
The island’s entire west
coast serves up magical sunset
views over neighbouring Samui.
There are bars and restaurants
from Haad Rin Nai (Sunset
Beach) in the south all the way
up to Koh Ma, known for its
coral diving and snorkelling,
so arrive before sunset, grab a
cocktail and take in the vistas.
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